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WhenM. C. Henry diedn Tennessee, funeral homes were almost nonexistent outside of major
cities and undertaking was not a servicented business as it is toddyereisalook at

Ma d i sdeathdased diamily and countyecordsto see howthings have changed the

neaty ninety yearsince higpassing

The timeline:
Madison Columbus Henry died at 6:00 AM on 27 June 1918nd was buried the next day

In 1919 in Tennesseeyhal normallyhappened promptly after death because embalming was
rare unless the deceased was to be transportetdigtaatiocation.The funeral business was not
regulatedexcept thatafter 1914 death certificates were required and embalmers required
training. However, embalming was notequiredby the statand usually not accomplishéar
burial. It wasrailroadsnot thestate thatequired embalming if the body was to be transported.

Funeral parlors were raexcept in major citiesSometimes families built tireown caskets but
they could buyne andpick it up, orhaveit delivered to their home. At home, friends and
neighbors helped take care of the body, bath it, dremsdtbury itIf viewing was to occur, it
would usuallytake place in the home or attplace of burial.

There were undertakers who could Aundertakeo
the grave and fill itMost undertakers worked in conjunction with a hardware or furniture
companywhere the buriaboxes and caskets weréten constructed. In the Cookeville area, the

Jere Whitson HardwaiCo. was the sourder storebought coffingcasketsandundertaker

services.

The dayMadison died, John D. BurnettrodetoJ er e Whi t s o n &Cookd¥ider d war e |
and purchased a coffinandb o x f or Ma d i Reaeipt&ewn bnunext pade).  (

John D. Burnett, his wife and three daughters
wife Nancy ran theneroomBurnett schodlousewhich was the closest building to the Henry

farm and wheréhe Henry children attendepfades one through eigiNancy was the sole

teacher. Schools operated only four of five months of the year and John ranaa faeth

Burnett Ridge, the awaes mwahme EBi dreenddsdbng 6/6s | i v



John probably rode into Cookeville early enough in the day to purchase the coffin and box and
transport it to the Henry log cabin in time to make preparations for burial the followin{j day.
was along trip by horse and wagowver eighteen miles to Cookeville and back. The Sand

Springs Cemetery was another six and a half miles away from the Henry cabin.
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John D. Burnett chargdatie $30expensdor the Coffin and Box to the MC Henry account at the
Whitson Hardware Co., and it was padull four days later.

Note the items for sale at the wholesale hardware as listed in the box in the upper left corner.

Cane mill: Used to produgaice that yields syrup and sugar from stalksaighumor sugar
cane A mill is usually made up of two steel rollggswered by horse or mule trush cane or
sorghum stalks. The juige cooked in a large kettle until reduced to syouugar crystals

Queensware: Common name for white dinner sets originated by Wedgewood for the Queen
Several factories also used treame Queensware, and it became the general name for all
utilitarian dinner sets imported into America after 1771. Also called Creamware.



On 22 July 1919, AZ Henry ordered a tombstone for Madison from the Cookeville Marble
and Granite Works for delivery about the 13" of August 1919.

This document contains one of the flemownsignatures of AZ Henry.

Desisn No. _.2.2:32?.-.(; >

e Ry Uookeuille Markle and Granite Works
Ept N i ‘ COOKEVILLE, TENNESSEE
_________________________ Date s %", ._..____g‘_’.‘_-____ ___-_.199__
-—.] MZ' r-----;-___--_.C’ou,nty __.ﬁ/MC - State _ }Mdv& gt o~ 0 T
r\, _______ have this day baught of the COOKEVILLE MARBLE CO., one&ng oleres ——r
to be made of . _’2/ }M f e oo Marble of the following dimensions: Height above sround .. 2_ — feet
= ,/_f. _.inches, by____é _____ inches, to be proportioned and finished lilke Desisn Noma_é_ __________
.M A0 KO e s s e =~ © g IRECRITION 08 TOUIOIS ==~ — e ~SPE oo R
Lo 2,486 = Yerrie. LY LYY
Said work to be delivered at. S//W,J___" e e e S e
of - __U‘ftf‘: a.,fi _Cécaz' W17 5 i 194 %, or in a reasonable time thereafter, for which. ﬁ asdree to pay the
sum of Zg ’wd..v..\... 2 T Dollars on delivery.
: This contract is sidned in dood faith and is not subject to countermand.

SIGNATURE OF PURCHASER

WITNESS

The note at the left shathe writing on the back of therder
above indicating the tombstone price of $46 and the payment
made on August 12.

Interestingly the order specifies delivery at the Granite Works
shop on Aug 10, which indicates the fanplpbablypicked up
the stone and transported it to Sand Springs Cemetery.



