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PROLOGUE

Benton and Faye Henry were born in 1912 and 1919 in a rapidly changing time for
America. As FrankilRrRoosevelt put it, AThis generatio
wi t h dEhsywerachildrén in the aftermath @orld War |1, in a time of optimism

and prosperity when America was earning its place as the most powerful nation in the

world and everyting seemed possible.

However, on the farms where Benton and Faye were born, prosperity was a relative term.
Daily life was hard. As with most farm homes of the time, there was no electricity, no
indoor plumbing norunning waterno central heat or othenodern conviences. Benton

was born in log cabin that was built bef@eorgeWashingtorbecamePresidentBut

the promise oprosperityseemed to bpist around the corner and could be seen in major
cities where electricity, plumbing, telephonastomoldes and other modertechnical
achievementsvere evidentFurther, Americés industrial might was coming of age and
reinforcedtheforecasiof prosperous times to come.

As Benton and Faye were in their teenage y¢heseconomic promise of their childith
was shattered by crashing world econoniiaging the Great Depressiomriners were
not able tcearna living wage and jobs were scarE@ally, government began an
extraordinary effort to revive the economy by subsidizing farmers and initiating labor
programsThen in 1938, te year Benton and Faye martidte flames of war were in
Europe and shortly America wastally involvedin World War II.

It is against this backdrop that Benton and Faye married and raised four childesha
profound effect on how they lived their lives and their attitudes toward work, education,
and family.Their lives were not easgnd they workedinselfishlyto provide a good life

for theirfamily.

BentonandFayd i dndét | i ve t hei r livediittoetseir dhinen. t h e ms e |
As one of those fortunate children,
| am eternally grateful.

Don Henry
June2008



BONES
TENNESSEE YEARS

19121919

1912Burnett Ridge, Phifer Mountain, Putnam County, Tennessee:

In the last week of May 1912, the Hgriamily waited forA.Z. to say the word. When

she gave the nod, they would saddle up the horses and two of the older etadlen

ride offto fetch the doctor. Some waited impatiently, the younger children mostly, and
pesteredA.Z. with questions. Thelder children worried somewhat less aad.6 s
husbandMadisonColumbus Henry worried not at all. He aAdZ. had been through this
beforei fourteen times.

Madisonhad confidenceid.Z.6 s abi |l ity to manage her preg
better than myone, the proper time to send for the doctokaidisonhad any doubts, it

was why she was bothering with a doctor at all. There had been midwives at a few of the
births, just family at most of them, but n
tried. WhenTarencewas born two years befor&,Z. had sent the boys for Doctor Trapp

who was the only doctor near enough to mak
him, Allie had said he was druput she, like the rest of the family, enjoyed adyfke.

The familyhad knowrnDoctor Trappfor years He hadstopped by the Henry cabin on his
occasional circuiand had treatellladisonfor chronic stomach disordefohn Trappvas

a hill country doctor meaning he was a jadkall-medicaltrades He delivered babies,
treated illnesses and injuries, pulled teeth, set bones, nursed those who responded and

comforted those who did not. Li ke his peer
medi cined so steril i zatnbteomsideredingortam. Blileesi ¢ ¢
had been a doctor long enough to know that patients who were ill, whether it be typhoid

fever, chickenpoxor t he sni ffles, expected a Ilittle

advice. Often some flavored water, colored sadisfied the patient as well as the family.
More often than not, white corn whiskey disguised as medicine was used as the primary
painkiller for everything from setting bones to having babies. Doctor Trapp treated a
wide variety of physical and dental ladies in humans as well as ailments in livestock.
Dental treatment for man or beast invariably involved extraction.

Finally A.Z. said it was time and triggered a flurry of activity on the Henry farm. Burford
and Carl, at nineteen and twelve, were the dldest boys still living at home and logical
choices to ride out. Horses were saddled and prepared for therséweite to Doctor
Trappds f ar m pthe ro@€eohniedng Mohtereay to Spadad They would

also stop at their sister Mary Mackis f ar m and t el | her the nev



Henry Mackie from the farm next door and now she, her husband, and two young
children, had their own farm and were close neighbors of Doctor Trapp. Ada Farley, the
only other married sister, had a boy thr@egther one, and was pregnant again. She lived
with her husband and children in Sparta twenty miles away. They would have to wait for
the news.

Ten of the fourteen Henry children still lived at home. When the Doctor arrived there

would be a total of thhieen people vying for space in the small log cabin separated into

two rooms and a loft. The children were told they would have to stay out of the cabin

and sleep in the barn until the new baby was settled in so the older children took the rest

to the ban to shoo out the animals and arrange sleeping quarters out of straw and quilts.
When the younger children wondered aloud w
them in his black bagodo was the ready answe

Finally the Doctor arrived with his horsad black bag. Doctor John S. Trapp was 61

years old and had been practicing medicine for over three decades. Like most Tennessee

hill country doctors, he had no medical schooling save observing a practicing doctor who
was also unschooled. Whatever theadgla doctor could be expected to employ one or
more of the Afour PO6so of standard medical
(bleeding). In the nineteenth century in Tennessee, anyone who could perform these
services was entitled to call hinlisa doctor. Doctor Trapp had the basic qualifications:

he could read, and write some, he owned a horse, practiced medicine and called himself
ADoctor. o In 1890, Tennessee formalized a
were practicing medicinie 1889 were grandfatheredamd certifiedas doctors.

Doctor Trapp would first check with.Z. to see if what, if any, was the sense of urgency.

He would be sure to store his black bag away from young prying eyes, and then settle

into the cabinwhereeh woul d | i ve with theAZhvasr yds unt |
experienced at child berthing and he could rely on her to know when and how to react.

After eating a bow! of stew dipped out of the community pot that constantly hung in the
fireplace, hewouldbeeady to start. Hed6d set up shop
children one at a time. Thére would attend tMadisonwho for some time had suffered

from chronic stomach problems. Nettte doctor and Madisomould pass the time

walking abouthe farm ad checking the health of the livestock.

OnMay 31, 1912A.Z. andMadisonbecame parents of a baby boy. It was their fifteenth
child.

Although the baby appeared healthy, perinatal mortality was still a major concern

i ngeri ng f r omultnmaey ndvddng EmainedAisnanaed foreseveral

weeksA.Z. andMadisord s | asa eafkciel, d st TI | di dndédt have a
taker arrived six weeks after he was born. And to puncMatksonandA.Z.6 s concer n,
just two months earlieMadisor6 s nephew LI oyd Henry and hi s
of their newborn twins. BuA.Z. andMadisonhad been fortunate; all of their fifteen

children were born healthy and Baby Henry seemed to doing fine.



Still they were in no hurryA.Z. was resting ashthey would take one thing at a time. Just
thinking of a name for the new baby was a challenge. Being the fifteenth, and with scores
of |arge Henry families in the surroundi
used up all the logical choicesvdntuallyA.Z. andMadisonchoose the name of a man

of high stature in Tennessee government: Benton McMillin.

Benton McMillin read law and opened a practice in Carthage Tennessee in 1871. He
served in the Tennessee state legislature as a Democrat fitsil&87. He was elected

to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1879 and served until 1899 when he was elected
Governor of Tennessee. He held that position until 1903. He was very popular in east
Tennessee for settling a long running boundary line didpeti®een Virginia and

Tennessee. Later he was appointed US Minister to Peru and then served as Minister to
Guatemala. Also, by 1912, several Tennessee bridges and other landmarks had been
named for him.

And yet, there was another Benton McMillin Henryhe family. In 1885Madisord s

older brother James Vinet Henry and wife Margaret had named their second of nine
children after (at the time) U S Congressman Benton McMillin. However, since then
McMillin had been elected Governor of Tennessee and was evenpopular. While the

name wasnot new to the family, James coul

ng

d

whileMadisoro s son coul d boast a Tennessee Gover

considering the t a ttigletspolitics of the time.

Spelling in thee days was less than an exact science and various spellings, McMillin,
McMillan, and McMillian, were used within the family. The 1920 census recorded
another variation: McMillen.

After he left Tennessee, the second BelkaiMillin Henry (born 1912) woulday that he
was named for a bridge, which waseasonable responsince several Tennessee
landmarks were named after the politician McMillin: probably an easy answer since, in
later years, few outside of Tenneskaeew ofthe Tennessee Governor.

Fromall family me mb earlesh memories, Benton was nicknamed Bones. How or
when this moniker surfaced has been lost to history but the name stuck and all his
siblings used it.



Family:

One of the first <chall en ghal®uthisimnyediaten g Bent o

family. That was a significamhystery to unravabecause in addition to his parents he
had fourteen siblingand hundreds of cousins in the area around Cookeville and Sparta.

Henry familylisted here with their date of birth andes in 1912B e n t loirth esr
Father:MadisonColumbus (Tum) Henry, Born 3 Dec 1861, Age 51

Mother:Levisa,A.Z. (Melissa) Henry, Born 10 Sefi869,Age 43
MadisonandA.Z.were married on 8 Jan 1885

Siblings

Emily Jane (Em) Heiyr Born 17 Feb 1887, Age 25
Mary Armindy Henry Born 29 Jul 1888, Age 24
Ada Elisabeth Henry Born 13 Dec 1889, Age 23
Elisha Crocket{Crock)Henry Born 31 Aug 1891, Age 21
Burford Lonzo(Burf) Henry Born 4 mar 1893, Age 19
PrestonPres)Henry Born 15 Jan 1895, Age 17
Hattie Henry Born 28 Dec 1896, Age 16
Julie (Julia) Parrot Henry Born 15 Oct 1898 Age 14
Carling (Carl) Henry Born 4 Jun 1900, Age 12
Fannie (Fanny) Henry Bornll Nov 1901, Age 11
Peary (Pearl) Henry Born 31 Mar 1903, Age 9
Allie May Henry Born 15 Jul 1905, Age 7
Dallas(Dal) Henry Born 18 Mar 1908, Age 4
Tarence Erasmu@Tarny)Henry Born 25 Mar 1910, Age 2
Benton McMillin (Bones)Henry ~ Born 31 May 1912 Age O

Of the fifteen children, elemevere living at home in 1912: Mary and Ada were both
married, had families, and were living on farms a few miles awagckett and Preston
were in Indiana working on a ranch as farm handsock had attended Burnett School
until 1910 when he completetktd” grade. In August 1910 he was 19 years old and
Madisondecided his oldest son should attend Seminary School and become a Baptist
Preacher. After two weeks he was asked to Isam@narybecausewithout permission,

he fAbortrhoewesdcoh o oorse analrigge andtsok dyoung lady out for the
evening. Shortly after this incident, Crock decided to go to Kansas to work as a farm
hand. WherCrockettleft, his brother Prestowho was then only Iwent with him.

Preston leavingvas an unexpected andevy unwelcome evénAZ was said to have spent
many hours on the porch sobbimgonsolably Crockett and Preston spent the fall of
1910 in Kansas harvesting wheat. Kansas winter in 1910 was bitter and one freezing day
the boys decided to leave. Jsoldtheir mule, which was their only form of transport
and took the train to Indiana. Soon they found work on the Firman Thompson ranch in
Parr, Indiana.



As Benton explored his world, he would find it very mudirgthandi her e and nowo

experience. On thHenry farm there was no running water, indoor plumbing, or

electricity. There was no radio, television, or means of communication except letters,
which had to be sent and picked up in Cookeville eight miles away. However, few people
could read and feweould write so a letter was a rare occurrence indeed. Most
communication involved riding a horse or walking to talk to neighbors or anyonenelse
hoped toexchange informatiowith. Communication with the outside world was limited
because few people knéww to read or traveled more than twenty miles from home in

their lifetime. Photography was still its infancy and personal cameras were unknown.

Only professional photographers had equipment and the means to develop the film plates.
However the familydid have a scarce few pictures for Benton to see.

The above image is the earliest knopctureof Madison and AZ HenrylThey are

holding their first two children Emily and Marit.is a tintypeimagetaken in 1888.

Tintype wa a process introduced in 1856 aathainedpopular until 1900. Like the
Daguerreotype process, the image was produced on a thin metal plate. The emulsion was
directly exposed in the camera, whimtoduced only one image. The process was simple
and inexpesive, however, without aegativeimage;each photavasuniqueand could

not, at the time, be reproduced.



